
THE SUPREME COURT OF MINNESOTA

MINNESOTA JUDICIAL CENTER

25 REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BLVD.

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55155

CHAMBERS OF

CHIEF JUSTICE NATALIE E. HUDSON

(SSI) ES6-3380

March 27, 2025

Andrew Garvis

Minnesota Association of Criminal

Defense Lawyers

10201 Wayzala Blvd., Suite 260
Minnetonka, Minnesota 55305

Teresa Nelson

Minnesota American Civil Liberties

Union

RO. Box 14720

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

Milo Mumgaard
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
111 North Fifth Street, # 100

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

Guadalupe Lupez
Violence Free Minnesota

60 East Plato Blvd., #230

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55107

Jennifer Prestholdt

The Advocates for Fluman Rights
330 2"^'Avenue South, Suite 800

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

Sarah Brenes

Binger Center for New Americans
Walter F. Mondale Flail

229 19‘*^ Avenue South

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455
Malaika Eban

Legal Rights Center
1611 Park Avenue

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404

Jennifer Stohl Powell

Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota
450 Syndicate Street North. #200
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55104

Erica Davis

Minnesota Society for Criminal Justice
331 2”'* Avenue South, Suite 705

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

John Choi

Ramsey County Attorney
360 Wabasha Street North, Suite 300

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

Re: Civil Arrests at Stale Courthouses

Dear Justice Partners:
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The court has received letters from justice partners and interested groups requesting that
the court issue an order or adopt policy regarding arrests in courthouses by Immigration
and Customs Pmforcement agents.

While the court understands the concerns raised, at this time the court is not developing

any new policy or issuing any statewide orders in response to these requests.

Minnesota Rule of General Practice 2 governs Court Decorum, and Rule 2.01(a) governs
acceptable behavior. Rule 2.01(a) stales that dignity and solemnity shall be maintained in
the courtroom and that there shall be no distracting activity in the courtroom while court is
in session. Under Rule 2.02(e). the presiding judge is responsible for order and decorum
in the court.

These court rules ensure that courtroom decorum is maintained at the direction and

discretion of the presiding judge.

Outside of the courtroom, state courthouses contain public spaces and other county

government offices. County sheriffs have a legal duty under section 387.03 to keep the
peace and attend upon the terms of the district court. As part of their duties county sherill s
oflices are responsible for ensuring the safely of all who visit these county buildings.

The court has conlldcnce in each county sherifUs dedication to maintaining the safety and
security of the slate's courtrooms and courthouses.

With regards to the requests to hold more hearings remotely, under Judicial Council Policy
525. oneCourtMN Hearings Initiative Policy, every hearing type has a presumption
regarding whether the hearing shall be held in person or remotely, and a judicial officer
may exercise discretion to deviate from the default hearing appearance type on a casc-by-
case basis.

I hope this information and explanation help to address some of'the concerns being raised,
fhe court appreciates the work of'all its justice partners and remains committed to ensuring
the court meets its constitutional obligations and its mission to provide justice through a
system that assures equal access for the fair and timely resolution of cases.

Sincerclv.

Natalie E. Hudson

Chief Justice


