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DEAR FRIENDS,

In 2019, Legal Aid delivered on the promise of equal justice for all for over 
10,000 Minnesotan families and individuals. We used skilled legal advocacy 
to defend their most basic civil and human rights to health, security, and 
well-being.

As we reflect on another year of life-changing work at Legal Aid, we’d like to 
highlight a critical component of our work: effective communication. 

At Legal Aid, we recognize that our community includes people with a broad 
range of physical, cognitive, and linguistic abilities. Building relationships with 
our clients often requires creative communication strategies. More than 20 
percent of our clients speak a primary language other than English, and we 
need to understand both language and culture if we hope to provide competent 
advocacy. Our many community partners help us to establish respectful and 
trusting relationships so we can best advocate for Minnesotans at every level, 
from individual negotiations to the courthouse to the state capitol.

In this report, you’ll learn how we collaborate internally and with partner  
organizations to provide culturally competent representation. You’ll read how we 
facilitated economic stability for a Somali elder with a history of trauma, how 
we helped a youth from rural Guatemala establish hope for his future, and how 
we demanded justice for a deaf man with cognitive disabilities who was being 
exploited by an employer. You’ll see how we represent individuals and educate 
the public in multiple languages so our neighbors with limited understanding of 
English or of legal procedures can stand for their rights under the law. 

You are part of Legal Aid’s most reliable base, and your support makes a  
difference every single day. Your generosity helps our quest to ensure that all 
Minnesotans — no matter their abilities or primary mode of communication — 
have an opportunity to understand and defend their legal rights. 

Thank you for making justice a reality for so many of our friends and neighbors 
in the communities we serve.

Drew Schaffer, Executive Director

TO ADVOCATE FOR 
THE LEGAL RIGHTS OF 
DISADVANTAGED PEOPLE 
TO HAVE SAFE, HEALTHY 
AND INDEPENDENT LIVES IN 
STRONG COMMUNITIES.

OUR MISSION

P.S. When this report was written, COVID-19 was not yet on our minds. Now 
in the spring of 2020 with our physical offices closed, we continue to work 
with our clients by phone and internet. Our attorneys go to court as needed to 
deliver critical legal help to the communities we serve. 
 
We are receiving many calls about the changes in law under the pandemic.  
For up-to-date information about federal and state laws, please go to 
lawhelpmn.org for up-to-date information. To give us a boost as we do our  
best to keep up with rising demand, please go to mylegalaid.org/donate.
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Lul Hassan, who is tribally and culturally 
Somali, suffered grave loss and injury in 
Ethiopia, where she lived with her family. 

Arriving in the United States with no family or 
friends, she ended up moving into a St. Cloud apart-
ment with a woman she’d meet in a refugee camp.

The trauma inflicted by the Ethiopian military left 
Hassan unable to leave the apartment independently. 
She applied for Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI), and her application was denied. She applied 
for reconsideration, and that was also denied on the 
grounds that she was “capable of sedentary work.”

“My life was all the way at the bottom,” Hassan says. 
“A man who lived nearby told me to go to Legal Aid 
and ask for help.”

GETTING THE FULL STORY
Heather Helmer, Paralegal in Legal Aid’s St. Cloud 
office, took Hassan’s case. In order to fully represent 
her, she needed to know the details of Hassan’s past 
and her present situation. Because Hassan’s physi-
cians and therapists had used competent interpreters, 
she was able to glean the basic facts from Hassan’s 
records. Several fluent Somali speakers work in Legal 
Aid’s St. Cloud office, and Helmer was able to rely 
on them to interpret the detailed in-person conversa-
tions with Hassan.

“Lul had been so traumatized, it was difficult for her 
to discuss specifics,” says Helmer. “Our interpreter 
assessed and effectively conveyed the emotional 
content to me, so I could navigate through those 
challenging conversations with sensitivity and 
compassion.”

Hassan’s husband and five sons were all murdered in 
front of her, and she was subjected to physical and 
psychological torture. The ordeal left her with lasting 
physical and psychological disabilities. Chronic pain, 
difficulty walking, depression, and post-traumatic 
stress disorder make learning difficult and regular 
employment impossible.

Helmer discovered that some key documents were 
missing from Hassan’s file with the Social Security 
Administration. She gathered records from the 
Center for Victims of Torture and from the doctors 
who had prescribed Hassan’s walker and scooter. She 
filed an appeal of the denial. 

CONVEYING INFORMATION VIA 
TELECONFERENCE
The appeal hearing was scheduled before an 
Administrative Law Judge via teleconference. Since 
there is no longer funding for teleconferences in St. 
Cloud, Hassan had to travel to Minneapolis for the 
hearing. Her walker was in for repairs, so traveling 
by public transit was not realistic. Helmer learned 
that the round trip would cost Hassan over $200. 
Helmer drove Hassan to the hearing in Minneapolis 
and was by her side throughout the process with an 
interpreter from the St. Cloud office helping with 
communication by phone. 

“The video conference started as Lul came in on her 
crutches,” Helmer says. “We didn’t have a medical 
expert at the hearing, so I wanted the judge to see 
how she moved and understand the extent of her 
disability. The visual information was important.”

Helmer described Hassan’s background and current 
situation to the judge. She explained that because of 
the trauma, Hassan had difficulty retaining informa-
tion. Between that, the language barrier, and her 
physical disabilities, Helmer argued that self-support 
through employment was unrealistic.

Ensuring Language Justice 
for Refugees 

“I’m so happy about the way her 
good work changed my life.”



Legal Aid Annual Report 2019 |  3

“The court interpreter was incredibly compassionate,” Helmer says. “She was 
able to convey the emotional tenor to the judge without making Lul speak 
directly about the torture.” 

LIFE-CHANGING SUPPORT
The judge found in Hassan’s favor, awarding ongoing monthly SSI benefits and 
substantial back pay. After the hearing, Helmer continued to work as an inter-
mediary between Hassan and the legal and administrative systems.

“Lul has no one in her life who reads or speaks English,” Helmer explains. “It’s 
hard for her to go to the mosque or social events, because crowds feel threaten-
ing to her. I made the administrative calls and, with the help of our interpreter, 
explained the rules about what she can and cannot do with the money.”

Hassan, who had been sleeping on couches since her arrival in Minnesota, 
was pleased to learn that she could buy a bed. She moved into her own apart-
ment and purchased furniture and clothing. She is now working toward U.S. 
citizenship.

“I still have bad memory loss and flashbacks,” she says. “I’m grateful for inter-
preters who helped me understand what was going on. I was surprised to learn 
there are people like Heather, and I’m so happy about the way her good work 
changed my life.”
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When Ian was 10 years old, his 15-year-old brother was found dead in the 
street in Guatemala. A few years earlier, their older brother had also been 
murdered by a local gang. Unable to cope with the grief of two murdered 

children, his single mother started drinking heavily. Ian, already shattered over the loss of 
his brother, was left without a functional parent.

School required a long walk through streets full of gangs and drugs. Ian stopped going 
and worked long hours to help support the family. At the age of 13, he had no one to 
protect him and was terrified of being killed like his brothers. He left home, traveling 
alone to the United States. Border patrol detained him and transferred him to a facility 
for unaccompanied youth. 

COMING TO MINNESOTA
Ian’s sister Lupe, who lives and works in Minnesota, welcomed Ian to live with her. 
She helped Ian enroll in school, found a counselor to help him deal with the trauma of 

Culturally Competent Team 
Helps Teen Immigrant



Legal Aid Annual Report 2019 |  5

their brothers’ deaths, and took him to get glasses so 
he could see clearly for the first time in his life. She 
wanted to become Ian’s legal custodian so she could 
authorize medical treatment and make other critical 
decisions on his behalf.

At his immigration court hearing, Ian met with 
a volunteer who connected them with Legal Aid. 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) allows 
immigrant children to obtain lawful permanent 
immigration status if they cannot reunify with a 
parent due to abuse, abandonment, or neglect. Legal 
Aid’s Minneapolis Immigration Unit identified Ian as 
possibly eligible for SIJS and took his case.

LANGUAGE BARRIERS LIFTED
Ian and Lupe are indigenous Guatemalans from a 
rural village. Their first language is Mam, one of the 
many indigenous languages of Guatemala. Neither 
spoke English when they arrived in the United 
States. By the time Ian arrived, Lupe was fluent in 
Spanish and proficient in English. Ian spoke and 
understood no English and minimal Spanish.

Luci Russell, Legal Aid’s Client Services Coordinator 
and Spanish Interpreter, worked with Legal Aid 
colleagues and the family to establish communica-
tion. Lupe’s English lacked the fluency of expression 
or understanding of a native speaker, and Legal Aid 
couldn’t find a local interpreter who spoke Ian’s spe-
cific dialect. After multiple tries, they found a Mam 
phone interpreter who was able to facilitate Ian’s 
meaningful participation.

In three languages, Russell and Staff Attorney Betsy 
Parrell worked with Ian and Lupe to fully understand 
the family’s situation. Lupe was clearly the adult best 
able to provide effective care if appointed as Ian’s 
custodian. Court proceedings to establish a custodian 
could also potentially lay groundwork for Ian to 
pursue SIJS status.

PRO BONO ATTORNEY TAKES THE CASE
Parrell asked the Volunteer Lawyer Network (VLN) 
for family law help. Pro bono attorney Therese 

Kieffer, Consultant with Wolters Kluwer Financial 
Services, took the third-party custody case. Legal 
Aid stayed involved throughout the case, providing 
language support and guidance on the complicated 
interplay between family law and immigration law.

“Legal Aid provided fantastic support,” says Kieffer. 
“Considering we had multiple levels of interpreta-
tion, I was really impressed with how smoothly it all 
went.”

CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC 
INTERPRETATION
Kieffer needed to contact Ian’s mother in rural 
Guatemala and attempt to locate his absent father 
to notify them of the custody hearing. Russell used 
her awareness of indigenous culture to facilitate the 
communication and logistics necessary to satisfy 
court requirements for notification and documenta-
tion. Even in-person meetings with Ian and Lupe 
sometimes required cultural as well as linguistic 
interpretation.
 
“During one meeting, the interpreter recommended 
that I change my line of questioning,” recalls Kieffer. 
“The way I was asking had cultural implications 
that I wasn’t aware of. I was able to reconsider the 
questions and approach the matter in a different way, 
which helped Lupe to feel more comfortable sharing 
that particular information.”

PATH TO U.S. CITIZENSHIP
Lupe is now Ian’s legal guardian. With SIJS and 
Employment Authorization approved, Ian is work-
ing toward U.S. citizenship. Lupe and Ian hope 
others will understand how much Legal Aid’s cultural 
awareness and use of the right interpreters helped 
them, especially when Ian first arrived.

Ian is on course to graduate from high school in 
2020 and hopes to go to college. He’d like to become 
a police officer so he can help others the way he was 
helped. He wants to live in a world where no one 
fears death on their walk to school. 

In three languages, Russell and Staff Attorney 
Betsy Parrell worked with Ian and Lupe to fully 
understand the family’s situation. 
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Community Grant Facilitates 
Access to Housing Justice 

Halimo Mohamed cleaned her St. Cloud 
apartment thoroughly for the final landlord 
walkthrough. She had an English speaker 

with her for language support. The landlord’s repre-
sentative told her to expect a portion of her $1,500 
security deposit back within a few weeks. 

A month later, Mohamed still hadn’t received any-
thing. When she inquired at the landlord’s office,  
they handed her a bill for $500. That, in addition 
to her security deposit, totaled more than $2,000 
in charges for vaguely stated damages and cleaning 
expenses. Mohamed’s friend told her she should go to 
Legal Aid. 

PROMOTING HOUSING JUSTICE FOR THE 
EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY
Typically, Legal Aid prioritizes eviction cases and does 
not represent clients with security deposit disputes. 
But thanks to a grant from the Central Minnesota 
Community Foundation, Paralegal Abdirahman 
Hussein, a native Somali speaker, met with Mohamed 
and listened to her story. Hussein quickly recognized 
Mohamed’s experience as part of a familiar pattern. 

Landlords frequently use language barriers, cultural 
issues, and lack of understanding of tenant rights to 
take advantage of East African immigrants. The goal 
of the Community Foundation’s grant is to prevent 
homelessness in the East African community by 
protecting rent subsidies, opposing unlawful efforts to 
evict tenants and ensuring that unlawful charges and 
penalties are not assessed. The grant funds Hussein and 
an attorney to dedicate their skills to housing justice 
for the East African community.

CULTURAL COMPETENCE MAKES THE 
DIFFERENCE
“The East African community is very vulnerable, and 
they are on the defensive,” Hussein says. “They don’t 
necessarily trust interpreters. When I speak with a 
client, I can explain the law and put it into cultural 

context. A client often will not ask the same ques-
tions with an attorney in the room as they will if I’m 
sitting alone with them. I can use my familiarity with 
cultural concerns and my knowledge of the law to 
clear their fears.”

Legal Aid sent a demand letter on Mohamed’s behalf 
reminding the landlord that the law requires notice of 
retention of a security deposit along with documenta-
tion of specific reasons for withholding funds within 
three weeks. The landlord quickly agreed to a settle-
ment, and Mohamed received a total of $3,000.  

“A lot of people in the Somali community do not 
know they can get legal assistance,” says Mohamed. 
“They think maybe it is a crime to fight against the 
landlord, and they will end up homeless.”

Hussein, who is an immigrant and a former tenant, 
understands those concerns. He’s heard clients say, “I 
have a green card. I don’t want to be deported. I’ll just 
do whatever the landlord says.” He assures them that 
in the eyes of the law, a green card holder is entitled 
to the same housing rights as a U.S. Citizen. 

“When I came to Legal Aid, everything changed for 
the better,” says Mohamed. “I was helped by someone 
who speaks my language, and I’ve learned so much. 
For example, I paid for all maintenance and repairs 
on the apartment while I lived there. I learned that 
should not have been the case. The landlord took 
advantage of the language and cultural barriers to ask 
me for unlawful payments.”

HOUSING LAWS AND RIGHTS — 
EDUCATION IS CRITICAL
In addition to representing clients and investigating 
systemic problems, the grant provides funding for 
Legal Aid to conduct public education and infor-
mation sessions. In this outreach work, Legal Aid 
has received a great deal of support and assistance 
from Jama Alimad, an elder in the St. Cloud Somali 
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community. He refers people with legal problems to Legal Aid 
and helps to coordinate the public education sessions.

“Housing is a major problem for the East African community 
in Central Minnesota,” Alimad says. “Without Legal Aid, we 
would have very limited recourse when problems arise. I don’t 
know how we could sustain ourselves without the caliber of 
information, education, and legal counsel and defense that we 
get from Legal Aid.”

The grant, now in its second year, has broadened the scope of 
Legal Aid’s housing work in St. Cloud. As more people have 
legal representation and good outcomes, the news spreads. 
That and the public education sessions help the community 
to understand that they do not have to do whatever the land-
lord says. They have rights, and they can believe what they are 
told when they go to Legal Aid.

“When I came to Legal Aid, 
everything changed for 
the better. I was helped by 
someone who speaks my 
language, and I’ve learned 
so much.”
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Representation and Advocacy 
for Tenants’ Rights

Devonta Washington lives in a North Minneapolis duplex with his three  
children. When he received an eviction notice, he called the Legal Aid intake  
line and explained his situation. Although resources are limited and many ten-

ants face housing court on their own, Legal Aid was able to take Washington’s case. Staff 
Attorney Colleen Daly represented him at his first appearance in Hennepin County 
Housing Court. 

“Without a lawyer, I would’ve just showed up empty-handed trying to handle the situ-
ation,” Washington says. “I knew I was right about some things, but I probably would’ve 
lost because I didn’t have the knowledge or expertise to state my case.”

STANDING WITH TENANTS IN COURT
Washington had tried to get his landlord to deal with pest infestations, mold, and other 
repairs. The landlord sold the property, and Washington received a rental request from a 
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stranger. He thought it might be a scam, so he didn’t 
pay. Then he received the eviction notice.

After talking with Washington, Daly investigated the 
landlord’s rental license, utility billings, and conditions 
of the duplex. When the landlord’s representative 
saw the evidence Daly had collected, she agreed to 
negotiate. The parties reached a settlement that gave 
Washington money off his rent, several months to 
find a new place, and a clean housing record.

“I feel like the settlement is fair,” Washington says. 
“Colleen dug deep and did a lot of research to be 
sure everyone was treated fairly. It was a comfort to 
have someone representing me. Also, I didn’t know 
that even if I win in court, the eviction stays on my 
record. You have to ask a judge for an expungement 
to get that removed.”

GETTING THE WORD OUT TO THE 
TENANT COMMUNITY
Because Legal Aid lacks the resources to give all 
tenants the type of in-depth representation that 
Washington received, public education and com-
munication is a critical component for housing 
justice. Staff Attorney Colleen Kelly recently fielded 
questions from tenants and advocates about security 
deposits, late fees, and what to do about landlords 
who won’t make repairs. 

“Too often, tenants don’t know their rights,” Kelly 
says. “They think it’s just about rent money, but 
they may have multiple defenses and ways to win in 
housing court, even without a lawyer. I try to give 
them tools to defend themselves in a system that is 
weighted toward the landlords.”

ADVOCACY TO SHIFT THE BALANCE
Joey Dobson, another attorney in Legal Aid’s 
Housing Unit, recently appeared on local radio sta-
tions (in English, Somali, Spanish, and Hmong) with 
information on new tenant protection ordinances 
passed by the Minneapolis City Council. Dobson was 

instrumental in the drafting, creation, and passage of 
those ordinances. 

Legal Aid’s Legal Services Advocacy Project (LSAP) 
advocates for fair housing law and tenant protec-
tions at the state level. In a significant success, LSAP 
advocated for a law that allows victims of domestic or 
sexual violence to legally break their leases.  

A THREE-PRONGED STRATEGY FOR 
HOUSING JUSTICE
Minnesota has the third-fastest eviction process in the 
country and is one of only seven states that does not 
require landlords to give tenants a written warning 
before eviction. Thousands of tenants face an oppos-
ing attorney with little or no knowledge of their 
rights. Legal Aid is one of their few lines of defense. 

Three afternoons a week, 45 tenants are scheduled 
for first appearance at Housing Court. Legal Aid has 
three lawyers there and can generally help 10-15 
tenants in the course of an afternoon. One lawyer 
gives limited advice and services, and the other two 
provide full representation. 

Of tenants in housing court, around 80% are facing 
their first eviction ever. Legal Aid’s recent study of 
Hennepin County Housing Court found that over 
90% of tenants with full representation successfully 
won or settled their cases, and 78% left court with 
the eviction cleared from their record. Without an 
attorney, only 6% were able to clear their record. 

Ideally, everyone who needs an attorney could have 
one. For those who face landlord attorneys and hous-
ing court on their own, Legal Aid provides public 
advocacy, education, and on-line resources. Even a 
basic understanding of the law and resources can 
help tenants avoid eviction, a bad housing record, and 
homelessness. 

“Without a lawyer, I would’ve just showed up 
empty-handed trying to handle the situation.” 
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Combating Misinformation to Calm 
Fears in Immigrant Communities

In 2018, the media began to report on the fed-
eral government’s intention to make changes 
to the “Public Charge” immigration rule. 

Misinformation and fear cast a chill across immigrant 
communities long before the rule was even pub-
lished. Many of Legal Aid’s clients heard that if they 
received any benefit at all — school lunch, reduced-
rate transit tickets, health insurance — they might  
be deported. 

RUMOR CONTROL
Anne Quincy, Supervising Attorney of Legal Aid’s 
Government Benefits unit, immediately launched 
a rumor-control mission. She has been dispersing 
accurate, up-to-date information verbally and in 
writing to client and advocate communities as things 
have continued to change and change again. The U.S. 
Supreme Court allowed the public charge rule to 
go into effect on Feb. 24, 2020, while the appeals in 
lower courts continue.  

“I’m a U.S. citizen and my husband has a 
green card. Our kids are U.S. citizens and 
they get free lunch through school. Will 
that mean my husband can’t become a 
citizen? Should we stop the lunches?” 

— Caller to Legal Aid hotline, Nov. 2019

No, don’t stop the lunches! The free/
reduced price school lunch program 
(FRPL) is open to all low-income school 
children, regardless of their immigration 
status. Getting FRPL will have no impact 
on your husband’s citizenship.

In public presentations throughout 2019, Quincy 
spoke with school counselors, school nurses, agen-
cies, advocates, hospitals, and churches. She has been 
on Spanish- and Somali-speaking radio shows, and 
she presented to the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association, along with partners in legal services.  

NON-PROFITS HELP SPREAD GOOD 
INFORMATION
Jasmin Maldonado is a Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) Outreach Specialist at 
Second Harvest Heartland. She and her colleagues 
have seen a lot of confusion about public charge in 
the Spanish-speaking community. 

“People I talk to are very fearful,” she says. “Many of 
them won’t consider SNAP — even if they desper-
ately need food support — because they don’t want 
to put their family in a bad situation.”

Second Harvest, like many organizations, has come 
to rely on Quincy and Legal Aid for direct informa-
tion about public benefits and changes to the law. 
They consult with her on confusing cases, send 
employees to her presentations, and share her written 
materials with their clients. 

“Legal Aid does a great job getting the information 
out,” Maldonado said. “I assure my clients that they 
can talk to Legal Aid and share their concerns and 
fears. Quincy makes herself very available and she 
responds quickly.”

“I’m a U.S. citizen and I’m sponsoring my 
husband. He has a brain tumor and needs 
an operation. Can we get Emergency 
Medical Assistance, or will that get us in 
trouble with immigration?” 

— Caller to Legal Aid hotline, Mar. 2019

Your husband has nothing to fear from 
applying for EMA; it has no impact on 
immigration status. He may also be 
eligible for other health coverage, like 
MinnesotaCare.

At the public information sessions, Quincy talks in 
detail about the history and purpose of the public 
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charge rule, the proposed changes, and who would 
be affected. She has found that information some-
times gets dropped or confused in transmission, so 
she encourages people to call Legal Aid’s hotline 
themselves for clear and direct answers.
 
LEGAL AID HOTLINE PROVIDES  
CASE-SPECIFIC ADVICE
The hotline is free and available for the public. 
They don’t need to identify themselves or give any 
personal information. They can simply call, describe 
the details of their situation, and get immediate and 
direct advice in Spanish, Somali, or Russian. Free 
phone interpreters are provided for other languages.

“My husband and I are permanent 
residents, and our child is a U.S. citizen. 
Our child gets food stamps. I heard 
there’s a new law saying that will get us 
in trouble.” 

— Caller to the Legal Aid hotline, Nov. 2019

Your child is entitled to any benefits for 
which you qualify based on your income. 
Benefits given to U.S. citizen children 
do not affect their parents’ immigration 
status.

Even if the rule ultimately stands, the number of 
people affected is a tiny fraction of the number  
who are not impacted but have dropped benefits out 
of fear. 

“It’s a series of bad rumors, and the cost is enor-
mous,” Quincy says. “That’s why we want to make it 
easy and safe for people to call us. They tell us about 
their specific situation, and we tell most of them to 
go ahead and get that school lunch or health insur-
ance or food support. Those benefits, and the rules 
governing them, have not changed.” 

PANDEMIC NOTE: All relief provided under the CARES and Families First Coronavirus 
Response Acts (stimulus checks, unemployment) constitute short-term disaster relief 
and none are considered public benefits under public charge rules. Legal Aid continues 
to provide the latest information to advocates, agencies, and the public.
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ISUROON’S CIVIL 
RIGHTS AWARD
At the Isuroon 2019 
International Women’s Day for 
Women of African Descent 
Conference, Staff Attorney 
Greger Calhan was pre-
sented with the Human Rights 
Award in recognition of his 
work managing MMLA’s East 
African Community Legal 
Clinic. The legal clinic is a 
partnership with Isuroon, a 
grassroots organization working 
for the health and connected-
ness of Somali women and 
girls so they and their families 
can thrive in Minnesota and 
globally.  

Greger is now in his third year 
at the clinic, which receives 
generous funding from The 
Pat and Tom Grossman Family 
Fund. He meets with clients 
at Isuroon three days a week. 
The other two days, he col-
laborates with his colleagues 
at MMLA to remove barriers 
to justice within Minneapolis’s 
vibrant Muslim, Somali, and 
East African communities using 
direct legal representation, 
advocacy, and education. He 
works closely with the staff at 
Isuroon serving clients with a 
wide array of legal challenges.

“Greger listens,” says Fartun 
Weli, Executive Director of 
Isuroon. “He is respectful, 
kind, competent and very 
empathetic. It is not about the 
paperwork or the job. He wants 
to help people.”

MINNESOTA JUSTICE 
FOUNDATION’S 
OUTSTANDING 
ADVOCATE AWARD
For over 30 years, Legal 
Advocate Lori Leistritz has 
been going the extra mile to 
serve clients. She was rec-
ognized by the Minnesota 
Justice Foundation as this year’s 
Outstanding Advocate. 

Leistritz started at MMLA 
as a switchboard operator in 
1989 and went on to work as 
a volunteer coordinator and 
intake specialist. For the past 
19 years, Leistritz has been a 
paralegal in the public benefits 
unit providing holistic advice 
to individuals and clients across 
a wide spectrum of programs. 
She helps clients navigate the 
complex world of govern-
ment benefits, including Social 
Security, Unemployment 
Insurance, General Assistance, 
and public health care, and 
she handles appeals up to the 
federal district court level.

“Lori is an exceptional team 
player who goes far out of her 
way to serve her clients,” says 
Supervising Attorney Anne 
Quincy. “She meets them 
where they are, whether in the 
hospital, at a shelter, or couch-
hopping at a friend’s place. She 

is amazingly creative and iden-
tifies solutions where others see 
no hope. She sees each client as 
an individual and seeks to meet 
them where they are, and help 
them stand for their rights and 
achieve their goals.”

MINNESOTA LEGAL 
SERVICES COALITION 
PILLAR OF JUSTICE 
AWARD
At the 2019 Legal Services 
Statewide Conference, Staff 
Attorney Jessica Webster 
was honored with the Pillar 
of Justice Award. Honorees 
are chosen by consensus of 
the executive directors of the 
Minnesota Legal Services 
Coalition in recognition of 
their undeterred, unsurpassed 
and unexcelled support of 
equal justice.

Webster is a staff attorney 
with Legal Aid’s Legal Services 

Community Awards
2  19
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2.5% of attorneys in the state 
are chosen as Rising Stars each 
year.

Beitzel came to Legal Aid in 
July after representing family 
law clients in private practice 
for five years. She now uses 
her considerable legal skills to 
represent low-income residents 
of Hennepin County in family 
court. In addition to legal 
acumen, Beitzel is fluent in 
Spanish, which helps Legal Aid 
better meet the needs of our 
Spanish-speaking clients. 

“Joy is an incredibly able and 
compassionate advocate who 
never hesitates to take diffi-
cult cases,” says Jayne Barnard 
McCoy, Supervising Attorney 
of the Family Law Unit. “We’re 
so lucky to have her. She fully 
recognizes the need for clients 
to have dedicated represen-
tation as they navigate the 
most challenging times, while 
protecting their own safety and 
their children’s best interests.”

Advocacy Project (LSAP). One 
of her signature achievements 
is her multi-year effort to end 
school lunch-shaming prac-
tices in Minnesota, resulting in 
legislation and a formal written 
opinion from the Attorney 
General. In 2019, her work 
of 13 years on the Minnesota 
Family Investment Program 
(MFIP) culminated in the first 
increase for families in over 30 
years. Webster brings solid legal 
and policy research and analysis 
to legislators across the political 
spectrum to achieve legislative 
justice for Legal Aid’s clients. 

“Jessica exhibits the perfect bal-
ance of seeking to advance our 
clients’ interests at every turn 
while keeping a longer view 
perspective,” says Supervising 
Attorney Ron Elwood. “She 
understands that it sometimes 
takes years of chipping away 
before the legislative barriers 
faced by our clients begin to 
crumble. Tireless and indefati-
gable, Jessica never gives up on 
any issue that demands Legal 
Aid’s advocacy to improve the 
lives of our clients.” 

SUPER LAWYERS 
“RISING STAR” 
Joy Beitzel, Staff Attorney 
in the Family Law unit, was 
selected by the Super Lawyers 
rating service as a 2019 Rising 
Star. Rising Stars are newer 
attorneys (40 years of age or 
younger, or in practice for 
10 years or less), who have 
attained a high degree of peer 
recognition and professional 
achievement. No more than 

LawHelpMN Can Help
Where can you go for accessible, quick and 
accurate civil legal information? LawHelpMN 
(www.lawhelpmn.org) is the place. 

Recently rebuilt by Legal Aid’s State Support 
team, LawHelpMN is a legal guide for Minnesotans 
without specialized legal knowledge. “Low-income 
people, seniors, and people with disabilities are 
the populations that drive our design and focus,” 
says Legal Projects Manager Emily Good. 

The central feature of the website is the 
LawHelpMN Guide (the Guide), which draws data 
from a Self-Help Library and a Provider/Clinic 
Directory. 

THE GUIDE
The Guide uses a branching logic tree to 
streamline a wealth of information and deliver 
results tailored to the user’s needs. It delivers a list 
of curated resources from the Self-Help Library.
In its first year, the Guide has delivered results to 
almost 15,000 users.

“Our Education for Justice resources are front and 
center in the Library,” says Good. “All materials 
are written by lawyers in a manner accessible to 
the general public. The fact sheets and booklets 
are carefully reviewed for legal changes annually, 
and our guided interviews have received national 
kudos.” 

PROVIDER/CLINIC DIRECTORY
If the user thinks they need more help, the Guide 
asks a few demographic questions which are 
matched with eligibility criteria and available 
services to produce a list of legal services offices 
and justice partners who might be able to help. 

The resulting listing is pulled from the statewide 
Provider/Clinic Directory. Most legal services 
organizations maintain their own information in 
real time, updating locations, times, and contact 
information, which increases reliability and builds 
user trust. 

The Guide itself is only available in English, but the 
rest of the site is available in Spanish, Hmong, and 
Somali. Many of the fact sheets and booklets show 
translations in multiple languages.

The site had well over 500,000 visits in 2019. 

VISIT WWW.LAWHELPMN.ORG TO EXPLORE.
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REVENUE & EXPENDITURES  |  2019
REVENUE
United Ways  $548,086 
Federal   3,810,689 
State  4,971,315 
Foundations  1,854,831 
Local Government  629,905 
Fund for Legal Aid  1,300,000 
Legal Services Advisory Committee (LSAC)  1,743,152 
State Support and LSAP  425,743 
Attorney Fees  129,338 
Miscellaneous  1,054,223         
          TOTAL $16,467,282 

EXPENDITURES
Poverty Law  10,217,878 
Disability Law  2,378,104 
Administration  1,477,572 
LSAP  516,787 
State Support   741,464 
Fundraising  408,537   
          TOTAL $15,740,342 

Prior Reserve  3,160,025 
Year End Reserve  3,886,965

ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents  $2,893,459 
Client Escrow Funds  $29,127 
Receivables: 
        Grants and Contracts  2,094,181 
        Pledges and Other  109,421   
Prepaid Expenses 83,909
  TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  5,210,097

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT, at cost  996,193 
Less Accumulated Depreciation  (406,944) 
 TOTAL PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT (NET)  $589,249 

OTHER LONG-TERM ASSETS
Funds Held by Community Foundation  2,912,228 
  TOTAL OTHER LONG-TERM ASSETS  2,912,228 
  TOTAL ASSETS  $8,711,574 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable  $338,584 
Client Trust Deposits  29,122 
Accrued Expenses  413,488  
 TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 781,194 

NET ASSETS
Net assets without donor restrictions  5,002,998 
Net assets with donor restrictions  2,927,382  
  TOTAL NET ASSETS 7,930,381 
  TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  $8,711,574  

CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEETS  |  12.31.19

FINANCIALS
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GIVING REPORT  |  2019 

YOU CAN HELP EXPAND 
OUR REACH
The number of Minnesotans seeking legal assistance continues  
to rise. Your support  — whether through sharing your time or 
making a monetary donation — makes it possible for us to  
meet increasing demands and provide much needed assistance 
for Minnesotans struggling to meet their basic needs. When  
you contribute to Legal Aid, you contribute to a stronger 
community. You remove barriers and make justice possible. You  
change lives for the better.

We hope you’ll consider a contribution based on what works best 
for you. Consider these options:

Make a monetary donation. Any amount allows us to provide 
invaluable help to people in need. Visit our site at mylegalaid.
org/donate to make an online donation, or contact our office to 
discuss your contribution.

Extend your legacy with planned giving. Making a 
planned gift to Legal Aid ensures that your passion for justice 
will be part of your legacy, leading by example, for others to give 
back. Learn more at: mylegalaid.org/give-and-share.

Volunteer. If you are an attorney, you can share your talents 
directly with clients in need. To learn more visit mylegalaid.org/
get-involved.

To learn more or seek assistance, contact us  
via email, phone or the web.

mhugdahl@mylegalaid.org 
612-746-3744 
mylegalaid.org/donate

Legal Aid makes every effort to properly acknowledge each of our donors.  
If we have misspelled or omitted your name, please let us know, by calling  
612-746-3709. We will correct it in future publications. An *indicates deceased.
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FOUNDATIONS 
AND SUPPORTING 
ORGANIZATIONS

American Immigration 
Lawyers Association

Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Foundation

Catholic Charities of new 
Ulm Doices

Center for New 
Americans

CentraCare Health

Children’s Minnesota

Community Giving DEED

Equal Justice Works

Federal Bar Association- 
Minnesota Chapter

The McKnight Foundation

Minnesota Justice 
Foundation

Otto Bremer Foundation

Pohlad Family 
Foundation

Robina

Share Our Strength

Stevens Square 
Foundation

Family Housing Fund

Greet Tech Action Fund

Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation

Proof Alliance

The Minneapolis 
Foundation

UNITED WAYS

Greater Twin Cities  
United Way

United Way of Central 
Minnesota

United Way of West 
Central Minnesota

THE LANE SOCIETY
($75,000–$100,000+)

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

The Pat and Tom 
Grossman Family Fund

CHAMPIONS OF
JUSTICE
($50,000–$74,999)

Faegre Drinker Biddle & 
Reath LLP

Norman Perl

Robins Kaplan LLP

Stinson LLP

PILLAR
($25,000–$49,999)

Fox Rothschild LLP

Estates of Donald and 
Arvonne Fraser

Lathrop GPM Foundation

Maslon LLP

Moss & Barnett, A 
Professional Association

Schwegman Lundberg 
Woessner

Taft Stettinius &  
Hollister LLP

Winthrop & Weinstine, 
P.A.

KEYSTONE
($10,000–$24,999)

Gerard and Kathleen 
Albanese

Anthony Ostlund Baer & 
Louwagie P.A.

Joseph Anthony

Ballard Spahr LLP

Bassford Remele, P.A.

Kathleen Blatz

Laura and Benjamin 
Cooper

Felhaber Larson

Charles Frisch*

Gustafson Gluek PLLC

Jill and Dan Gustafson

Jones Day

Vince and Deb Louwagie

Merchant & Gould P.C.

Nilan Johnson Lewis

Thomson Reuters

U.S. Bank

William and Ann Hart 
Wernz

Warren D. Woessner and 
Iris C. Freeman

Zimmerman Reed LLP

BUILDER
($5,000–$9,999)

Attorney at Law 
Magazine

Best & Flanagan LLP

Carlson Caspers 
Vandenburgh & Lindquist, 
P.A.

Jim and Julie Chosy

Michael V. Ciresi

Steve and Amy Culbert

Jeff H. Eckland

Linda J. Gallant

Greene Espel PLLP

Grotefeld Hoffmann

Richard and Deirdre 
Hagstrom

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Eloise and Elliot Kaplan

Andrea Kaufman and Jim 
Jacobson

Mark and Beth Kimball

Larkin Hoffman Daly & 
Lindgren Ltd. Foundation

Lommen Abdo, P.A.

Steven E. Rau* and 
Christine L. Meuers

Erik and Karen Nelson

Piper Sandler Companies

Paul H. Ravich

Nicollet Investment 
Group of RBC Wealth 
Management

Clint and Carolyn 
Schroeder

Richard M. Schulze 
Family Foundation

Rick and Nancy Solum

UnitedHealth Group

Peter and Kimberly Walsh

Wells Fargo & Company

Zelle LLP

FELLOW
($2,500–$4,999)

Affiance Financial - 
Steve Lear and Steven 
Schoenberger

American Immigration 
Lawyers Association 
Minnesota-Dakotas 
Chapter

Baillon Thome Jozwiak & 
Wanta LLP

Best Buy Company Inc.

Patricia Bloodgood and 
Christopher Cleveland

Jeffrey Bouslog

Cargill Law

Ciresi Conlin LLP

Michael and Jesseca 
Cockson

Lorraine Cofell

DLA Piper LLP

Dykema

Eckland & Blando

Douglas and Susan Elsass

Family Housing Fund

Goetz & Eckland P.A.

Grell Feist PLC

Jim and Sharon Hale

Halunen Law

John and Cynthia Hart

Hellmuth & Johnson 
PLLC

Henson & Efron, P.A.
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Hunegs, LeNeave & Kvas

Eric S. Janus and Carolyn 
Chalmers

Timothy Kelley and Tove 
Kooda

Bob and Andrea Kircher

Mary L. Knoblauch and 
Martin A. Carlson

Maureen Kucera-Walsh

Andrew and Hannah 
Leiendecker

Ann Marie Hirsch and 
Eugene M. Link

Littler Mendelson, P.C.

Anne Lockner and Brian 
Bernat

Lockridge Grindal Nauen 
P.L.L.P.

Andrew Luger and Ellen 
Goldberg Luger

John and Kris Mandler

Rust Consulting and 
Kinsella Media

Schechter Dokken Kanter 
CPAs

David and Marina 
Schlesinger

Steven A. Schumeister

Schwebel, Goetz & 
Sieben, P.A.

Siegel Brill P.A.

Smith, Gendler, Shiell, 
Sheff, Ford & Maher, P.A.

Michael P. Sullivan, Jr.

Target Corporation

Thom Ellingson, PLLP

University of St. Thomas 
Law Faculty

Barbara Y. Welke and 
William R. Welke

Allison Woodbury

Matthew Woods

Rachel Zimmerman 
Scobie

LEADERS IN GIVING
($1,000–$2,499)

3M

Aafedt, Forde, Gray, 
Monson & Hager, P.A.

Adolfson & Peterson 
Construction

Arthur, Chapman, 
Kettering, Smetak & 
Pikala, P.A.

Tom Berg

Bertelson Law Offices, 
P.A.

Steven C. Bruess

Tien Cai

Marco Technologies, LLC

Michael C. McCarthy

Sara Gullickson McGrane

Medtronic, Inc.

Minnesota Lawyers 
Mutual Insurance 
Company

Mitchell Hamline School 
of Law

Keith Moheban

Nichols Kaster, PLLP

Pauly, DeVries Smith & 
Deffner, L.L.C.

Tom and Betsy Pfeifer

Ravich Meyer Kirkman 
McGrath Nauman & 
Tansey, P.A.

Patrick J. Rooney

Andrea and Jim 
Rubenstein

BY THE NUMBERS   

CASES CLOSED | AREA OF LAW

Disability Law 8.6%

Keeping kids in school 1.3% 

Tax law 1.0%

Other 3.3%

Protecting consumers 4.6%

Economic 
stability 26.0%

Preventing 
homelessness 28.5%

Working toward 
citizenship 16.4%

Keeping families safe 10.2%

10,182
cases closed

BY THE NUMBERS

CASES CLOSED  |  AREA OF LAW
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Andrew M. Carlson

Martin and Peggy Carlson

Karen Charlson

Conlin Law Firm LLC

Kevin and Katie Conneely

Amy Conners

Eric Cooperstein and 
Katie Oberle

Cousineau, Van Bergen, 
McNee & Malone, P.A.

Lydia Crawford

Jodie Crist

Clinton E. Cutler

Kathleen and Joseph 
Daly

Julie Daulton

DeWitt LLP

Joseph Dixon III

R. Scott Dyer

John Eisberg and Susan 
Kline

Sam Ellingson and Sam 
Khoroosi

Paul Engh

Fafinski Mark & Johnson, 
P.A.

Aaron Fahrenkrog

Fair State Brewing 
Cooperative

Jim Farrell* and Barb 
Farrell

Brian Felton

Terrence J. Fleming

Kathleen Flynn Peterson

Jeanne M. Forneris

Gallagher

John Geelan

Joe Genereux and 
Shannon Riley

Karla Gluek and Jim 
Sorboro

GoldenbergLaw, PLLC

John Gordon

Graco Inc.

Joe Green

Gregerson, Rosow, 
Johnson & Nilan, Ltd.

Hall Law, P.A.

Laurie Hanson and Kim 
Dayton

Robert and Mary Ellen 
Hennessey

Jake Holdreith

Indeed Brewing Company

Gina Kastel

Brad and Heidi Keil

Peter and Mary 
Kiedrowski

John M. Koneck

Dorrie and Scott Larison

Katherine A. Lawler

Jeannine L. Lee and C. 
Roger Finney

Ashleigh Leitch

Ivy A. LeTourneau

Matthew L. Levitt

John and Mary Lindstrom

Don Liu

Sam and Sarah Lockner

Long, Reher, Hanson & 
Price, P.A.

Steven Lundberg

The Mahoney Law Firm, 
PLLC

Richard Mark

Paul Markwardt

Timothy C. Matson

Daniel W. McDonald

Tom and Sue 
Mielenhausen

Millennium 
Pharmaceuticals 
Matching Gift Program

Lee Mitau and Karin 
Birkeland

Barbara Muller

Charles Nauen

Thomas F. Nelson

Kathleen M. Newman + 
Associates, P.A.

Michael T. Nilan

Alexandra Olson

O’Meara, Leer, Wagner & 
Kohl, P.A.

John B. Orenstein

Tonja M. Orr

Patterson Thuente 
Pedersen, P.A.

Steve Pincus and Michelle 
Strangis

Beth Polozker

Quinlivan & Hughes, P.A.

Denise Rahne

Melissa Raphan and Tom 
Rock

Paula and Walter Richey

David and Pam Rochlin

Jerry and Lou Rotman

Allen Saeks

Sheva and Tom Sanders

Edward J. Sandor

Ronald and Janet Schutz

Lawrence M. Shapiro

Hank and Chris Shea

Matthew Shors

Thomas Shroyer

Philip Sieff

Sisters of the Order of St. 
Benedict

Daniel J. Spiegel

Rachhana Srey

Roger V. Stageberg

Mary J. Streitz

Tara D. Sutton

Michael and Marilyn 
Sullivan

Tewksbury & Kerfeld, P.A.

Becky Thorson

Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans Foundation

Tom Tinkham

Mavis Van Sambeek

Roberta Walburn

John R. Wald and 
Marianne T. Remedios

Penny Wheeler

PROJECT CARE, MMLA’S HEALTH CARE 
NAVIGATOR PROGRAM, CONDUCTED 

52
OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

CONNECTING WITH 

16,508 
PEOPLE. 

MMLA assisted 4,155 individuals  
and submitted 1,756 applications  
or renewals for health insurance.  
The annual value of the health 

insurance is $8,935,742. 
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John W. Windhorst, Jr.

Zamansky Professional 
Association

James M. Zappa and Rani 
Murdoch Zappa

Julian C. Zebot

Zonta Club of St. Cloud

PATRON
($500–$999)

Robert P. and Roberta L. 
Abdo

John Albanese

Joy Reopelle Anderson

Scott L. Anderson

Katheryn Andresen

Kris Arneson

Cooper S. and Barbara Z. 
Ashley

Mary Bang

Barna, Guzy & Steffen, 
Ltd.

Jeanette M. Bazis

Lisa Beane

Lee and Barbara 
Bearmon

Beaver Island Brewing 
Company

Patricia A. Beithon

Elizabeth Bentley

Nancy Zalusky Berg, LLC

Mimi and Dick Bitzan

Ken Bonneville

Bowman and Brooke LLP

Jeff Brockmann and  
Shane Swanson

Stephen Bubul

Dan Burns

Patrick Cassidy

Tucker Chambers

Timothy J. Christman

Lisa Cohen

Hon. Francis Connolly

Dady & Gardner, P.A.

Anonymous

Stephen Befort

Bruce W. Blackburn

Patricia Bloodgood and Christopher 
Cleveland

Jeff Brockmann and Shane Swanson

Stephen Bubul

J. Martin (Marty) Carlson

Rebecca A. Chaffee

Jan Conlin and Gene Goetz

Thomas J. Conlin and Kathleen Marron

Laura and Benjamin Cooper

Eric Cooperstein and Katie Oberle

Michael R. Cunningham

Pam and Rick Cunningham

Hon. James and Katherine Dehn

Joe and Genie Dixon

James E. Dorsey and Dee Gaeddert

Jeff H. Eckland

Jim and Joy Erickson

Jim Farrell* and Barb Farrell

Michael and Mary Feichtinger

Frederick E.  Finch

Don* and Arvonne* Fraser

Charles Frisch*

Linda J. Gallant

John Gordon

The Deanne and John Greco Charitable 
Fund of the Lutheran Community 
Foundation

Susan and Michael Grimes

Richard and Deirdre Hagstrom

Sam and Mirja Hanson

Kent and Judy Harbison

David L. Hashmall

Cathy and Mark Haukedahl

Robert J. Hennessey

Harry and Kathleen Hohman

John S. Holten*

Richard Ihrig and Dr. Colleen Cooper

James H. Kaster

Thomas and Victoria Keller

Robert King, Sr.*

Tom King

Nancy Kleeman

Mary L. Knoblauch and Martin A. Carlson

Maury S. Landsman

Jeremy Lane and Susan Lane

Richard G. Lareau

Vince and Deb Louwagie

Nancy Malmon

Seymour and Susan Mansfield

Hon. David Minge

Ann Montgomery and Ted Smetak

Bill* and Chouhei Mullin

Paul and Terry Nelson

Thomas F. Nelson

Cara Lee Neville

Michael and Anne O’Rourke

Gregory and Michelle Pulles

Paul H. Ravich

Jerry and Lou Rotman

Allen Saeks

Clint and Carolyn Schroeder

Steven and Jill Sicheneder

Warren R. Spannaus*

Roger V. Stageberg

Michael and Marilyn Sullivan

Janice M. Symchych

Tom Tinkham

Richard and Lynn Voelbel

Warren D. Woessner and Iris C. Freeman

Brenda Wolfe

Rebecca Palmer and Lloyd Zimmerman

*Deceased

PLANNED GIVING

Legacy for Justice
We thank the following people who made gifts to Legal Aid through 
estate planning. Planned gifts offer a way to support Legal Aid in its 
second century. If you made a planned gift, let us know so we can show 
our appreciation.
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Patrick and Pamela 
McDavitt

Kelsey McElveen

Kiel McElveen

Meagher & Geer, P.L.L.P.

Meyer Njus Tanick, PA

Heather Meyers

Tessa Mielke

David Mitchell

Ann Montgomery and 
Ted Smetak

Morrison Sund PLLC

Cynthia Moyer

Bill* and Chouhei Mullin

Tyler L. Nasiedlak

Brenda Natala

Hon. Susan Richard 
Nelson

Matthew Nielsen

Emily Niles

Dan Nordin

Jonathan Nygren

Cory D. Olson

Elizabeth M. Parker

Jon Parritz

Justin and Lynn Perl

Doug Peterson

Walter A. Pickhardt

Hon. Delila F. Pierce

Christopher A. Pinahs

Popham Law Office

Jim Porter and Elyse 
Rabinowitz

Jill Radloff

Karen Reierson

Thea Reilkoff

Rinke Noonan Law Firm

Alexander Rinn

Sharon Roberg-Perez

Robert Half Legal

Karla Robertson

Kristy Rodd

BY THE NUMBERS   

CASES CLOSED | OFFICES

St. Cloud 39.6%

Willmar 7.5%

DLC 8.6%

Pro Bono 3.6%

OFFICES

Minneapolis 40.7%

Kathleen Davis and Ron 
Inkala

Hon. Mel Dickstein and 
Linda Foreman

Brian and Liz Dillon

Joe and Genie Dixon

Donohue Novak at Law

James R. and Yvonne E. 
Dorsey

Paul and Joanne Dorsher

David Doty

Logan Drew

Jaime Driggs

Jennifer Dean Dwyer and 
Jim Dwyer

David and Mary Jo Eide

Muhamad Elrashidi

Janet Embretson

Brad Engdahl and 
Patricia Layton

Michael and Mary 
Feichtinger

Financial Advisors LLC

Gina Fiorini

Fish & Richardson, P.C.

Foley & Mansfield 
Charitable Foundation

Elizabeth M. Fors

Foster & Brever, PLLC

FriedemannFirm

Jeffrey Gleason

Marco Salmen and Jessie 
Goff

Mary Grau and Allan 
Rosenwald

Clifford and Kim Greene

William L. Greene

Laura Halferty

Brad and Lisa Hanson

Jeremy R. Harrell

Harrington Langer & 
Associates

Jayne and Frank Harris

Bob Hartman

Todd Hartman

Michael H. Haukaas, PH.D.

Cathy and Mark 
Haukedahl

Jeffrey D. Hedlund

Kate and Pat Hibbard

Anna Horning Nygren

Dag and Melinda Hugdahl

Benjamin W. Hulse

Robert D. Jacob

Sarah Johnson Phillips

Sally Ann Johnson

Andrew Kabat

Deborah and Kevin 
Kaczorek

Mary Kaczorek

Thomas and Victoria 
Keller

Kennedy & Graven, 
Chartered

Kim Keprios and John 
Everett

Kathy S. Kimmel

Rachel Kitze Collins

Krisann Kleibacker Lee 
and Joe Lee

Patrice H. Kloss

Peter B. Knapp

Geoffrey Kozen

Jennifer and Roger 
Kramer

Katherine Kruse

Lapp, Libra, Stoebner & 
Pusch, Chartered

Chris Larus

Matthew W. Lasley

John C. Levy

Nicholas M. Lewandowski

Hon. David Lillehaug

Steve and Tristen 
Lindemann

Benjamen Linden

Erik Lindseth

Paul Luehr and Kathy 
Woodruff

John and Mary Ann 
Lundquist

M. Sue Wilson Law 
Offices, P.A.

Mackenzie Law Office

Madigan, Dahl & Harlan, 
P.A.

Malkerson Gunn Martin 
LLP

David and Kerstin March

Caroline Marsili
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Eric Rucker

Barbara Rummel

Safety Center Inc.

James Safley

Michael Sawers

Thomas Schram

Scott Shella-Stevens

George E. Sherman

Robert and Rebecca 
Sicoli

Erin Sindberg Porter

William E. Sjoholm

Soule & Stull LLC

Michael Sprunger

Hon. John Stanoch

G. Stark

Guy Warren Steincross

Susan D. Steinwall

John Stern

Deb and Lowell Stortz

Christina Szitta

TCF National Bank Legal 
Department

Robert and Christine 
Tennessen

Phil and Harriet Terry

Aaron Thom

Ashley Thronson

Emily J. Tremblay

Jake Vandelist

David J. Wallace-Jackson

Britt Robson and Robbie 
Weisel

Steven Wells and Jane 
Scallen

Mark Wernick

John Wertz

Weseman Family

Chad and Kayla Wilke

Molly Wilkens

Joe Williams

Emily Zambrana

Mitchell Zamoff

Kristin Zinsmaster

FRIEND
($1–$499)

Abbott

Frank and Barb 
Abramson

Wade Adamson

Esther Agbaje

Sheri Ahl

Chelsea Ahmann

Marguerite Ahmann

Shawn Alexander

Travis Allen

Look-Allgeyer Family 
Charitable Fund

Zach Alter

Charlene Altman

Laura Alveshere Sommer

Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

Barbara Amram

Dave Anderson

Dennis Anderson

Emily Anderson

Eric Anderson and 
Janalee Aurelia

Kurt M. Anderson

Kevin J. Armstrong

Suneel Arora

George Ashenmacher

Raha Assadi-Lamouki

Emily C. Atmore

Shannon Awsumb

Alexander Baggio

James L. Baillie

Lynn Baldus

Blaine Balow

Joey Balthazor

Christian Barnes

Jill Barnett

Timothy Barnett

Eliie Barragry

Katherine and Norm 
Barrett Wiik

Eric Barstad

Laura W. Bartlow

Michelle Basham

Kate Baxter-Kauf

Anna Beadle

Paul K. Beck

Shelly Becker

Karen Beckman

Sonja Beddow

Laura Bednarski

Alexander J. Beeby

Marvin Beekman

Stephen Befort

Tom Beimers

Toni A. Beitz

Brian Bell

Joni and Patrick Bennett

Eli Bensignor

Sara Bergan

BerganKDV, Ltd.

Laura Bernstein

John F. Beukema

Joan Bibelhausen

Elie Biel

Jevon Bindman

Erin Bitzan

Brian Bix

Hon. Louise Bjorkman

Boyd Black

David Black

Bruce W. Blackburn

Courtney Blanchard

Piers Blewett

Blue Cross  Blue Shield of 
Minnesota

Joshua A. Bobich

Sam Bolstad

William and Joan 
Borchers

Gayle A. Borchert

Bard D. Borkon

Borman Law Firm, L.L.C.

Raina Borrelli

Jeff Bangsberg and Anita 
Boucher

Mark Boyd

Thomas and Elizabeth 
Boyd

Brian L. Boysen

Sarah Braman

Aimee Brantseg

Bremer Law, P.C.

Caroline E. Bressman

WHILE THE MAJORITY OF INTAKES FOR  
MMLA ARE DONE BY PHONE, 

NEARLY 

4 in 10 
ARE CONDUCTED AT  

COMMUNITY LOCATIONS. 
Including housing court, Isuroon, our  

medical legal partnerships in Minneapolis 
and St. Cloud, senior centers, and other 

community locations.
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Sahr A. M. Brima

Eileen and Darrell 
Brinkman

Eric Brown

Rashanda Bruce

Daniel Bruzzone

Erin Bryan

Chelsey Buck

Courtney Burks

Sarah Burt

Michael G. Burton

Jamie Buskirk

Aristotle Butler

Jonathan M. Bye

Ezekiel Z. Byrd

Jeff Cairns

Stuart Campbell

Tyler D. Candee

Kristi Carlson

Thomas D. Carlson

Hon. Phillip C. Carruthers

Lindsay Case

Jason R.S. Cassady

Thomas Caturia

Akira Cespedes Perez

Stephanie Chen

Holly Eng

Malissa Eng

Kelly Engebretson

Hon. Nicole Engisch and 
Charles Johnson

Michael Erbele

Amy Erickson

Lee Ann J. Erickson

Larry D. Espel

Tyler Eubank

Evan Everist

Dion Farganis

Laura Farley

Alex Farrell

Mary Fee

Audrey Fenske

Charlie Ferrell

Bruce Finzen

Lindsay K. Fischbach

John Fischer

Rosanne E. Fischer

Caitlinrose Fisher

Robert and Linda Fisher

Emily Fitzgerald

John P. Flaten

Paul Fling

Jamie Forman

Bradley A. Forrest

Hannah Fotsch

Michelle Fournier

Rick and Katie Fournier

Matthew A. Frank

Richard S. Frase

Mary Strand and Tom 
Fraser

Lucas Frasz

Matthew J. Frerichs

Ed Friedland

Michael Friedman

Sarah Friedricks

Leanne R. Fuith

Jenny Fuller

Heidi Christianson

Hon. Margaret H. Chutich

Ben Cichanski

Tarryl and Doug Clark

Sarah Clarke

Bradley G. Clary

Audrey Clay

Hon. Edward J. Cleary

Lauren Clements

Ann Cofell

Jeanne Cofell and Patrick 
Dwyer

Deborah Cohen and Dan 
Goldner

Susan M. Coler

Kelvin Collado

Emily Collins

Rory Collins

Kate Conerton

Hon. Thomas J. Conley

Riley Conlin

Thomas J. Conlin and 
Kathleen Marron

Corey M. Conover

Erin Conti

Shannon Cook

Christine Courtney

Prentiss Cox and Marisa 
Katz

Roberta A. Craig

Josh Curry

Daikin Applied

Nicole F. Dailo

Annamarie Daley

Matthew Damon

Mary Daniels

Craig S. Davis

Elizabeth Davydov

Mitch Day

Lauren D’Cruz

Vanessa DeCourcy

Kathryn Dehn

Christopher Demet

Kaitlyn Dennis

Emma Denny

Jason DePauw

Sarvesh Desai

Aram V. Desteian

Chuck Diessner

David Dobmeyer

Peter Doely

Sarah Doerr

Ashley Dorman and 
Bryan Washburn

Judah Druck

Joe Dubis

Adam Duerr

Mike Duffy

Melinda Dugas

Lauren Dwyer

Greg Dyer

Francois Ecclesiaste

Mark Edwards

Sarah K. Myhrom 
Eisenman

Deborah Eisenstadt

Juliana Elchert and 
Daniel Hollenhorst

Benjamin Ellison

Amira ElShareif

MMLA SERVED 

23,706 
ADULTS AND CHILDREN 

IN 

10,182 
HOUSEHOLDS.
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Jerome A. Geis

Evan Gelles

Katie Geneser

Payton George

John F. Gibbs

Grant Gibeau

Sarah E. Gibson

Donna Gies

Cynthia and Bob 
Gilbertson

Hon. Lorie Skjerven 
Gildea

Drew Glasnovich

Peter Glessing

Reid Golden

Tim and Anne Goodman

Keri Grafing

Kathleen Graham

Deborah Grant

Kathryn Graves

James Gray

Jennifer M. Green

Lori Greenway

Jeffrey Grell

George Griller

Fred Grunke

Idalia Cristina Guerrero

Jeanne Guignon

Jessica Gutierrez Alm

Lauren Haahr

Anne Haaland

Kit Hadley

Alexander Hagstrom

Hon. Jill Flaskamp 
Halbrooks

Max Hall

Dan Heller

Paul Hallgren

Joseph F. Halloran

Will Halverstadt

Lee Hanson

Sam and Mirja Hanson

Kent and Judy Harbison

Anthony Ostlund Baer &  
Louwagie P.A.

Bertelson Law Offices, P.A.

Borman Law Firm, L.L.C.

Bremer Law, P.C.

Carlson Caspers Vandenburgh & 
Lindquist, P.A.

Conlin Law Firm LLC

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Eckland & Blando

Felhaber Larson Foundation

Fox Rothschild LLP

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

FriedemannFirm

Gaskins Bennett & Birrell LLP

Goetz & Eckland P.A.

Grell Feist PLC

Grotefeld Hoffmann

Gustafson Gluek PLLC

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Hunegs, LeNeave & Kvas

Jennifer J. Roben

Jones Day

Kathleen M. Newman +  
Associates, P.A.

Long, Reher, Hanson & Price, P.A.

Mackenzie Law Office

Maslon LLP

Moss & Barnett, A Professional 
Association

Pauly, DeVries Smith & Deffner, L.L.C.

Popham Law Office

Ravich Meyer Kirkman McGrath 
Nauman & Tansey, P.A.

Robins Kaplan LLP

Schwegman Lundberg Woessner

Smith, Gendler, Shiell, Sheff,  
Ford & Maher, P.A.

Stinson LLP

Tewksbury & Kerfeld, P.A.

Thom Ellingson, PLLP

Zamansky Professional Association

Zelle LLP

Zimmerman Reed LLP

LAW FIRMS GIVING TO THE FUND
Legal Aid is grateful to the following law firms supporting The Fund for 
Legal Aid at the level of $300 per lawyer in 2019.

Anthony Ostlund Baer &  
Louwagie P.A.

Carole M. Megarry Law Office

Grell Feist PLC

Halunen Law

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Jones Day

Kinney & Lange, P.A.

Kramer Law LLC

Law Office of Robert T. Lund, PLLC

Maser Amundson Boggio, P.A.

Nichols Kaster, PLLP

Nilan Johnson Lewis

Paul Engh Law Office

Popham Law Office

Robins Kaplan LLP

Rochlin Law Firm Ltd.

Sherburne Law Offices, P.A.

Sicoli Law, Ltd.

Stern Law Office

The Law Office of Patricia T. Phill

Thom Ellingson, PLLP

Willeke & Daniels

Zimmerman Reed LLP

Legal Aid is grateful to the following law firms with more than 50% of 
lawyers making individual gifts in support of The Fund in 2019.
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Kyle R. Hardwick

Sarah Hargadon

Shubha Harris

Kyle Hartnett

Robert Hauer

Paige Haughton

Wade Hauser

Lee Hawks

Christopher and Barbara 
Hayhoe

Mary Heath

Brett Hebert

Ryan Heck

Adrian D. Hegeman

Andrew Heiring

Jerome Helfand

Susan and David 
Hellstrom

Samantha Hemmesch

Charles Hempeck and 
Heidi Runyon

Hennepin County Facility 
Services

Juvian Hernandez

James R. Hilbert

Jason Hill

Megan Hingtgen

Allison Hintz

J. Michael Hirsch and 
Clarissa Hirsch

Tessa Mansfield

Jordan Hogness

Christian Hokans

Morgan L. Holcomb

Erica Holzer

Lisa Hondros

Pamela Hoopes

Hon. Carol A. Hooten

Aaron Hosansky

Heidi L. Hovis

Debra Hovland

Jerry Hromatka

Alexander Hsu

Jack Huerter

Theresa Hughes

Maren Hulden and John 
Albanese

Caitlin Hull

Nicholas D. Hulwi

Kathryn J. Nelson Hund

Jason Hungerford

Ronald E. Hunter

Bryan Huntington

Laura Hupp

Jessica Intermill

Jessica Islas

Alex Ivan

Veena Iyer

Juventino Izaguirre

J. Jackson

Jennifer Jacobs

Cassandra Jacobsen

Andrew James

Kate Jaycox

Jeddeloh & Snyder, P.A.

Aylix Jensen

Christos Jensen and 
Melissa Jacobsen

Larry and Ann Jensen

Thomas Jensen

Krista Jermusek

Sarah Jewell

Amy Johns

Bayley Johnson

Iain Johnson

Jackie Johnson

Kaitlyn Johnson

Karl J. Johnson

Katie Johnson

Shelleaha Jonas

Chelsey Jonason

Charles Jones

David Jones

Amanda Juelson

Ann E. Juergens

Patti Jurkovich

Benjamin Kajer

Red Lime Creative Studio

Philip Kaplan

Hon. Mark J. Kappelhoff

Ben D. Kappelman

Professor Bradley 
Karkkainen

Lucas J. Kaster

Maryasha Katz

Patricia Kaufman

Debra Kay Kellerman

Colleen Kelly

Janelle Kendall

Tara Kennedy

Joseph D. Kenyon

Adam Kiedrowski

Chandra Kilgriff

Judith Kilzer

Roger W. Kipp

Leah Kippola-Friske

Alice Kirkland

Kevin Kitchen

Heidi Kitrosser

Benjamin Klassen

Nancy Kleeman

Julia Dayton Klein

Jesse Klick

Andrew E. Kline

Edric R. Knight

Aaron Knoll

John Kohring

Jessica Kometz

Steve Kool

Michelle Kornblit

Michael and Paula 
Koshmrl

Ena Kovacevic

Linda Krach, M.D.

Amber Kraemer

Thomas G. Kramer

Lindsey Krause

Kyle Kroll

Karla Krueger

Scott Krueger

Jason Kuchar

Karen and Greg Kugler

Chris Kunz and Hassan 
Saffouri

Karen K. Kurth

BY THE NUMBERS   
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TOP DONATING FIRMS 
The Associates’ Campaign 
carries out a friendly competition 
to benefit Legal Aid’s clients. 
Firms are grouped by number of 
associates and compete for the 
top spots. This year’s top-donating 
firms in each category are:

35+ Associates 
Robins Kaplan LLP* 

21-34 Associates
Jones Day**

12-20 Associates
Moss & Barnett, A Professional 
Association

7-11 Associates
Carlson Caspers Vandenburgh & 
Lindquist P.A.

1-6 Associates
Greenberg Traurig, LLP

*A special thank you to the 
Robins Kaplan LLP associates, 
who have held the top spot since 
we began keeping records. They 
brought in over $11,000 this year 
with 100% participation.

**A grateful nod to Jones Day, 
new to the top tier of fundraisers 
in the Campaign, out-performing 
larger firms to land in 2nd place 
with over $7,000.

 

100% PARTICIPATION
Thank you to the associates from 
the firms with 100% participation 
in the 2019 One Hour of Sharing 
Associates’ Campaign. 

Anthony Ostlund Baer &  
Louwagie P.A.

Barna, Guzy & Steffen, Ltd.

Best & Flanagan LLP

Carlson Caspers Vandenburgh & 
Lindquist P.A.

Ciresi Conlin LLP

Cozen O’Connor

Eckland & Blando 

Felhaber Larson

Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Greene Espel PLLP

Gustafson Gluek PLLC

Halunen Law

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP

Jones Day

Kennedy & Graven, Chartered

Lockridge Grindal Nauen P.L.L.P.

Merchant & Gould P.C.

Meshbesher & Spence, Ltd.

Nilan Johnson Lewis

Patterson Thuente Pedersen, P.A.

Robins Kaplan LLP

Stoel Rives LLP

Zelle LLP

Zimmerman Reed LLP

EMERGING LEADERS
Emerging Leaders are associates 
who give personal gifts of $500 or 
more to the Associates’ Campaign. 
Thank you to these generous 
donors.

John Albanese

Lisa Beane

Elizabeth Bentley

Dan Burns

Patrick Cassidy

Tucker Chambers

Laura Farley

Elizabeth M. Fors

Diane Galatowitsch

Andrew Kabat

Rachel Kitze Collins

Geoffrey Kozen

Benjamen Linden

Caroline Marsili

Kelsey McElveen

Kiel McElveen

Matthew Nielsen

Emily Niles

Christopher A. Pinahs

Thea Reilkoff

Alexander Rinn

Michael Sawers

Thomas Schram

Ashley Thronson

Emily J. Tremblay

Jake Vandelist

Joy Wang

Draeke Weseman 

Molly Wilkens

Emily Zambrana

Kristin Zinsmaster

ASSOCIATES’ CAMPAIGN 
CHAMPIONS
Associates’ Campaign Champions 
are those who made an 
extraordinary gift of $1,000 or 
more. Thank you for your personal 
commitment to equal justice.

Tien Cai

Andrew Leiendecker

Hannah Leiendecker

Ashleigh Leitch

Ivy A. LeTourneau

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
An extra boost came from Andrew 
& Hannah Leiendecker, associates 
at Jones Day and Faegre Drinker 
Biddle & Reath LLP. In lieu of 
wedding gifts, they asked guests 
to make donations to Legal Aid, 
and brought in over $5,000 to 
jumpstart this year’s Associates’ 
Campaign. Thank you to Andrew, 
Hannah, and your generous 
wedding guests!

ASSOCIATES’ CAMPAIGN

Congratulations and thank you
The 2019 Associates’ Campaign raised more than $104,000!
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Nicholas Loyal

Ari Lukoff

Robert Lund

Law Office of Katherine 
L. MacKinnon

Maggie Madden

Brieanna Maershbecker

Neil Mahoney

Marlys Mahoney

Charles K. Maier

Jeffrey J. Maleska

Nancy Malmon

Peter J. Manderfeld

Seymour and Susan 
Mansfield

Lyndsey Marcelino

Barbara Marchevsky

Cheryl Speeter Margoles

Susan Markey

Andrew Marnach

Casey Marshall

Christiana Martenson

Brad Kuxhausen

Viktor Dmitriyevich 
Labotskiy

Sam Lacy

Katie LaGrange

Janine Laird

Michael Laird

Janet Lambert

Louis and Carrie Lambert

Michael Lander

Maury S. Landsman

Jeremy Lane and Susan 
Lane

Frank Langan

Kathy and Jerry Langer

Carol Lansing

Bert W. Larson

Daniel Larson

Keith Larson

Kristen Larson

Steve and Joan Larson

Jean A. Lastine

Eric Lauria-Banta

Laurie Law & ADR

David Lauth

Ryan M. Lawrence

Stephanie Laws

John Lawson

Alyssa Leary

Brian Lehinger

Tom Leighton

Alicia Reyes Leiva

Shui Li

Lind, Jensen, Sullivan & 
Peterson, A Professional 
Association

Meggen E. Lindsay

Michael Link

Lynn Linné

Norm and Pat Linnell

Rick Linsk

Molly Littman

Travis Logghe

Renee C. Loxtercamp

Bradley J. Martinson

John and Judy Matheson

Katherine and John 
Mathews

Emily Mawer

John P. Mazzitelli

Amanda McAllister

Virginia McCalmont

Barbara McClure

Patrick McDowall

Peter McElligott

William A. McGeveran

Jeff McGuire

Sarah and Nigel McGuire

Ken McGurran

Hon. Anne McKinsey

Debby and Dick McNeil

Kimberly B. McNulty

Rene McNulty

Paul McRoberts

João Medeiros

Carole M. Megarry

Elizabeth M. Meske

Michael Meyer

Brittany Mitchell Michael

Jennifer Middleton

Dina Mikhailenko

Caitlin Miles

Austin Miller

Brittney Miller

Geoffrey Miller

Hon. Laurie J. Miller

Amanda Sicoli Mills

David and Karen Minge

Minnesota State Bar 
Foundation

Joel Mintzer and Heidi 
Schneider

A. Mitchell

Matthew Mlsna

MN School Social  
Workers Assoc.

—Thank you—
TO 2019 ST. CLOUD ACCESS TO JUSTICE LUNCHEON SPONSORS
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CENTENNIAL CIRCLE

Thank you to our very generous Centennial Circle donors — individuals who 
gave $2,500 or more. We commend these donors for their generosity in 
helping Legal Aid provide economic security, housing, and safety for clients.

Gerard and Kathleen Albanese

Joseph Anthony

Kathleen Blatz

Patricia Bloodgood and Christopher 
Cleveland

Jeffrey Bouslog

Jim and Julie Chosy

Michael V. Ciresi

Michael and Jesseca Cockson

Lorraine Cofell

Laura and Benjamin Cooper

Steve and Amy Culbert

Jeff H. Eckland

Douglas and Susan Elsass

Don* and Arvonne* Fraser

Charles Frisch*

Linda J. Gallant

Pat and Tom Grossman

Jill and Dan Gustafson

Richard and Deirdre Hagstrom

Jim and Sharon Hale

John and Cynthia Hart

Eric S. Janus and Carolyn Chalmers

Eloise and Elliot Kaplan

Andrea Kaufman and Jim Jacobson

Timothy Kelley and Tove Kooda

Mark and Beth Kimball

Bob and Andrea Kircher

Mary L. Knoblauch and Martin A. 
Carlson

Maureen Kucera-Walsh

Andrew and Hannah Leiendecker

Ann Marie Hirsch and Eugene M. Link

Anne Lockner and Brian Bernat

Vince and Deb Louwagie

Andrew Luger and Ellen Goldberg 
Luger

John and Kris Mandler

Michael C. McCarthy

Sara Gullickson McGrane

Steven E. Rau* and Christine L. Meuers

Keith Moheban

Erik and Karen Nelson

Norman Perl

Tom and Betsy Pfeifer

Paul H. Ravich

Patrick J. Rooney

Andrea and Jim Rubenstein

David and Marina Schlesinger

Richard and Sandra Schulze

Steven A. Schumeister

Rachel Zimmerman Scobie

Rick and Nancy Solum

Clint and Carolyn Schroeder

Michael P. Sullivan, Jr.

Peter and Kimberly Walsh

Barbara Y. Welke and William R. Welke

William and Ann Hart Wernz

Warren D. Woessner and Iris C. 
Freeman

Allison Woodbury

Matthew Woods

Paul S. Moe

Jim and Carol Moller

Adine S. Momoh

Walter F. Mondale

Jose Ruperto Monzon 
Lorenzo

Charles Moore

Taylor Moore-Willis

Ricardo Moran

Tom Moran

Bryan Morben

Simeon Morbey

Jennifer Moreau

Hon. Dan and Jean 
Moreno

Brandie Morgenroth

Scott Moriarity

Beth Morrison

Ann Motl

Elisabeth Muirhead

Matt Murphy

Adam M. Nathe and 
Gloria Vallejo

Jim Nelson

Blake Nelson

Brian Nelson

Charlie Nelson

Greg Nelson

Kristen Nelson

Mary Helen Nelson

Martha Nerenhausen

Patrick Newman

Mark D. Nichols

Josh Noah

Joseph Novak

Erica Nutzman

Oadotun O. Obadina

Tom Obermark

Paulette and Bruce 
Odegaard

Elizabeth Odette

Erin Oglesbay

Josh Oie

Jen Olson

Kristin Olson

Rajin Olson

Serena O’Neil

Melvin I. Orenstein

Michael and Anne 
O’Rourke

Dru Osterud

Joseph Otto

Stephen Owen

Tom Pack
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Mary Anne Page

Kirsten Pagel

Ryan Pagel

Chuck and JoAnne 
Parsons

Passi Road Pictures

Colin Pasterski

John Pavelko

Sarah Pederson

Rogel B. Pena

Monique M. Perdok

Nicholas Peterka

Carl Peterson

Colin Peterson

Emily Peterson

Hon. Randolph W. 
Peterson

Rebecca Peterson

Sonja D. Peterson

Mary Pheng

Patricia T. Phill

Matthew Piehl

Rick Pins

Maria Pitner

Jacob Pittman

Allison Plunkett

Lauren Pockl

Richard W. Podvin

Polaris Industries

Jena Pollock

Emily Poor

Ana Pottratz Acosta

Robin L. Preble

Laura Preston

Tom Priebe

Richard Primuth

Karl Procaccini

Prudential Financial

Jennifer Pusch

Michael Pysno

Neda Raeker

Galen E. Rahmlow

Timothy Randolph and 
Sarah Holte

Hon. Jane Ranum

Jared Reams

Lori Rebischke

Jason Reed

Anne Regan

Hon. Jacqueline Regis

Michael Reif

Julia Reiland

Laura Reilly

Shannon Reilly

Micah Revell

Alexandria Reyes

Julie Reynolds

Bryce Riddle

Peg Ring

James A. Ringwald

Sarah Riskin

Joshua Rissman

Jeremy Robb

David Robbins

Jennifer J. Roben

Elizabeth Roetker

Erik Romsaas

Justin Rose

Jeff A. Rosenberg

L.J. Rotman, Carly 
Rotman, and Elizabeth 
Hudson

Brynhild Rowberg

Tracy L. Roy

Ian Rubenstrunk

Steve Rubin

Behdad Sadeghi

The Saint Paul 
Foundation

Nancy Salien

Saliterman & Siefferman 
P.C.

Jim Samples

Ellen G. Sampson

Matthew Sanders

Jesse Sater

Jacob Saufley

Pamela R. Saunders

Jenny Sautter

Emily Sawers

Walter Sawicki

Sharon Sayles Belton

David Schaps

Liz Scheibel

Hon. Heidi S. Schellhas

Tammy J. Schemmel

Noreen Schertler

Hon. Patrick J. Schiltz

Betsy Schmiesing

Peter A. Schmit

Matt and Jacqueline 
Schmitt

Mark Schneebeck

James Schoeberl

Lauren Schoeberl

Alex Schoephoerster

Tony Schrank

Jaclyn D. Schroeder

Jacob Schutz

John Schuweiler

Justin Seitz

Jaime Sekenski

Peter Selness

Douglas Shaftel

Shira Shapiro

Justin Sharp

Jessica Sharpe

Michaylee Shaughnessy

Terrence and Noreen 
Dowd Shaughnessy

Jesse Sheedy

Francis X. Shen

Blake Shepard, Jr.

Mike Sheran

Jim Sherburne

Richard and Linda 
Shinofield

Molly Sigler

Alan Silver

Rafael Simon LaTamblet

Gregory Simpson

Marc Simpson

Rob Singleton

Brittany Skemp

Stacey Slaughter

Levi Smith

BY THE NUMBERS   
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Nathaniel Smith

Erin Snyder

Joe Socha

Shane Solinger

Christopher D. Soper

Souk Souriyamath

S. Emily Spallino

Ruth May Sparrow

Speeter & Johnson

James Spolar

St. Cloud Rox Baseball 
Club

Valerie Stacey

Rachael E. Stack

Theresa Stadheim

Stephen Stark

Byron E. Starns

Stearns Benton Bar 
Association

Robert A. Stein

Chris and Leo Stern

Mickey Stevens

Derek Stewart

Sheri Stewart

Peter Stiteler

Paige Stradley

Bill Straus

Gerald Strauss and Brian 
Strempke

Thomas and Michele 
Streitz

John A. Sullivan

Marcia Summers

Stephen and Margaret 
Swanson

Taylor D. Sztainer

Adam Szymanski

Amy Taber

Eric Taubel

Kareem Tawfic

Mary C. Taylor

Eli M. Temkin

Ryan Theis

Hon. Paul C. Thissen

Jessica Thomas

Mary Thomas

Jennifer A. Thompson

Mark Thomson

Roxanne N. Thorelli

Steven J. Tierney

Anna Tobin

Lukas Toft

Charles Toomajian III

David Torgelson

Robert H. Torgerson

Hon. Eric C. Tostrud

Tiana Towns

Travelers

Saukshmya Trichi

Lynn Truesdell

Samuel Tunheim

U.S. Bank Foundation

Patrick van der Voorn

Cyri Van Hecke

Ellen and Jim Van 
Iwaarden

David Vander Haar

Hon. Mary Vasaly

Karla Vehrs

Robert H. K. Vischer

Susan Voeltz

Voya Financial

Christopher R. Walsh

Thomas J. Walsh

Ling Wang

Stephen Warch

David J. Warden

Fathia Warsame

Adam Wattenbarger

Jordan Weber

Katherine Weber

Lauren M. Weber

Eric Weisenburger

—Thank you—
TO OUR 2019 LAW DAY DINNER UNDERWRITERS
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Katie Welsch

Tom Wentzell

Emily Wessels

Erin Westbrook

Lea Westman

Brandon Wheeler

Benedict White

Adam Wickens

Nicole Wiebold

Jay Wilkinson

Davida Williams

Marie Williams

Jerry and Norma Wilson

Jaime Wing

Kyle Wislocky

Matt Wolf

Eleanor Wood

Jon Woodruff

Linda Wray

Mai Lee Yang

Karen L. Yashar and Jeff 
Goldenberg

Bradley Yenter

James L. Young

Seth Zawila

Kevin and Michelle Zhao

C. Ziolkowski

Cody Zustiak

HONORARY GIFTS

In Honor of Benjamin 
Bonestroo
Anonymous

In Honor of Akira 
Cespedes Perez
Dennis Anderson

In Honor of Ann Cofell
Lisa Cohen

Jeremy Lane and Susan 
Lane

Ashleigh Leitch

In Honor of Lorraine 
Cofell
Jeanne Cofell and Patrick 
Dwyer

In Honor of Lisa Cohen
Jennifer and Roger 
Kramer

Maggie Madden

In Honor of Lisa Cohen, 
Amy Jacobson, Ruth 
Cohen
Edith Cohen

In Honor of Milt Conrath
Michael Smuk

In Honor of Colleen Daly
Kathleen and Joseph Daly

In Honor of Helen 
Eisenman
Sarah K. Myhrom 
Eisenman

In Honor of Kevin Frick
Aaron Hosansky

In Honor of Hon. Conrad 
Gaarenstroom
Benjamin Klassen

In Honor of Kathryn 
Graves
Jennifer Pusch

In Honor of Chris 
Grgurich
Ballard Spahr LLP

In Honor of Hon. Jill 
Flaskamp Halbrooks
Judy and Andy Halper

In Honor of Cathy 
Haukedahl
Anonymous

In Honor of Hennepin 
County Family Justice 
Center
Sam Ketchum

In Honor of Anne Henry
Jeff Bangsberg and Anita 
Boucher

In Honor of Christian 
Hokans
Anonymous

In Honor of Pamela 
Hoopes
Anonymous

Raquel Briskin Counihan

Tina Doering

Steve and Joan Larson

In Honor of Andrea 
Kaufman
Affiance Financial – 
Steve Lear and Steven 
Schoenberger

Steve Hunegs and Jenifer 
Robins

In Honor of Mary 
Knoblauch
Anonymous

In Honor of Katie 
LaGrange
Ballard Spahr LLP

In Honor of Jeremy Lane
Hank and Chris Shea

In Honor of Cory Larsen
Joel Mintzer

In Honor of Andrew and 
Hannah Leiendecker
Jessica Faust

Friends and Family of 
Andrew and Hannah

Kevin Graf

Stephanie Knapp

Hon. David Lillehaug

In Honor of Mary 
Lemieux
Joel Mintzer

In Honor of Larry 
McDonough
Christian Dahlager and 
Kelsey Dahlager

In Honor of Sara 
Gullickson McGrane
David Jones

In Honor of Keith 
Moheban
Kevin and Katie Conneely

Jenny Winkelman

In Honor of Mabel and 
Kofi T. Momoh
Adine S. Momoh

In Honor of Abaid 
Nadeem
Khansaa Nadeem

In Honor of Barbara 
O’Connell
Jeremy Lane and Susan 
Lane

In Honor of Irene Opsahl
Erin Stutelberg

In Honor of Goldie Judith 
Patrick
Jeffrey Robinson

In Honor of Justin Perl
Affiance Financial – 
Steve Lear and Steven 
Schoenberger

Anonymous

Ben and Rollie Marcovitch

William Zane Pentelovitch

MORE THAN

21% 
OF MMLA CLIENTS WERE  
NOT ENGLISH SPEAKERS. 

Our clients spoke more than 23 languages,  
with the majority of non-English speakers 

speaking Somali or Spanish.



Legal Aid Annual Report 2019  |  31

In Honor of Kristina 
Petronko and Anne 
Quincy
Britt Robson and Robbie 
Weisel

In Honor of Mark 
Privratsky
Ballard Spahr LLP

In Honor of Concy 
Rajkumar
Jen and Roshan Rajkumar

In Honor of Andrea 
Ravich and Matthew 
Arriola
Anonymous

In Honor of Paul H. 
Ravich
Steven A. Schumeister

In Honor of Bud 
Rosenfield
Steve and Joan Larson

In Honor of Jerry F. 
Rotman
L.J. Rotman, Carly 
Rotman, Elizabeth 
Hudson

In Honor of Allen Saeks
David Doty

In Honor of Mike and 
Karen Schmid
John Schmid

In Honor of Kuei Tung
Anonymous

In Honor of Jessica 
Webster
Cindy Reich and Harold 
Kravitz

In Honor of Steven J. 
Wells
William and Ann Hart 
Wernz

In Honor of Erin 
Westbrook
David Sartorio

In Honor of Lynn Wilson
Michael Walz

In Honor of Warren D. 
Woessner
Affiance Financial – 
Steve Lear and Steven 
Schoenberger

In Honor of Warren D. 
Woessner and Iris C. 
Freeman
Charles and Susan 
Muscoplat

MEMORIAL GIFTS

In Memory of Robert V. 
Atmore
Emily C. Atmore

In Memory of Jack Bilski
Mary C. Taylor

In Memory of Michael J. 
Bleck
Laurie Zenner

In Memory of Rhonda 
Cardwell
Rachel Cardwell

In Memory of Roger 
Cobb
Joe and Genie Dixon

In Memory of William L. 
Cofell
Jeanne Cofell and Patrick 
Dwyer

In Memory of Laurie N. 
Davison
Greg Dyer

Andrea and Jim 
Rubenstein

In Memory of John 
Dennison
Jim Samples

In Memory of William H. 
Eckland
Jeff H. Eckland

In Memory of Thomas D. 
Feinberg
Phillip Dworsky

Andrea Kaufman and Jim 
Jacobson

In Memory of William 
Fetzer
Cathy and Mark 
Haukedahl

Tina Kingery

Susan Newman and John 
Wagner

Victor Pena

Lee Seiben

Eileen Thomas and Ann 
Milbradt

Patricia Winkie

In Memory of Lois Fraser 
and Anne Fraser
Estates of Don and 
Arvonne Fraser

In Memory of John 
“Jack” Ireland Halloran
Joe, Kris, Sam, Mara and 
Tom Halloran

In Memory of Joseph 
Hesse
Anonymous

In Memory of Daniel 
Hittler
William Hittler and Donna 
Watz

In Memory of John S. 
Holten
Anonymous

In Memory of Barbara J. 
“BJ” Kuhn
Donna Avery and Tom 
Kigin

Sally Guillet

Robert Lund

William E. Sjoholm

In Memory of Joseph 
Linsk
Rick Linsk

In Memory of Paul 
Mahoney
Marlys Mahoney

In Memory of Al Malmon
Nancy Malmon

In Memory of Steven 
Markey
Susan Markey

In Memory of Ronald I. 
Meshbesher
Daniel J. Spiegel

In Memory of William E. 
Mullin
Chouhei Mullin

In Memory of Hon. 
Steven E. Rau
Andrea Kaufman and Jim 
Jacobson

MMLA ATTORNEYS PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE AND 
BRIEF SERVICES TO MANY OF OUR CLIENTS. 

OVER 4,000 CLIENTS A YEAR RECEIVE 
FULL REPRESENTATION FROM

60
ATTORNEYS — AVERAGING 

70 
CASES PER WEEK. 
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MATCHED GIFTS

3M

Abbott

Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

Anonymous

Best Buy Company Inc.

Blue Cross  Blue Shield of 
Minnesota

Cargill Law

Cozen O’Connor 
Foundation Inc.

Daikin Applied

Dorsey & Whitney 
Foundation

General Mills

Graco Inc.

Littler Mendelson, P.C.

Medtronic, Inc.

Millennium 
Pharmaceuticals

Patterson Thuente 
Pedersen, P.A.

Polaris Industries

Prudential Financial

Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

Thomson Reuters

Thrivent Financial 
Foundation

U.S. Bank Foundation

UnitedHealth Group

Voya Financial

Zelle LLP

Legal Aid is the recipient of the Charities Review Seal, awarded to  
nonprofits exemplifying quality, ethics, accountability, and transparency.

In Memory of John 
Regas, Pete and Tacia 
Economou
Peter G. Economou

In Memory of John C. 
and Marlyss L. Schaefer
Anonymous

In Memory of Sarah  
Shella-Stevens
Scott Shella-Stevens

In Memory of Warren R. 
Spannaus
Richard Mark

In Memory of Ephraim 
Sparrow
Ruth May Sparrow

In Memory of David 
Ripley “Rip” West
Sunshine Committee

In Memory of Ted 
Willenbring
Gail Devery and Donna 
Willenbring

In Memory of Leslie 
Willis
Lauren Pockl

In Memory of Bucky 
Zimmerman
Zimmerman Reed LLP

Thank you to Ken Friberg Photography & Studio  
and Red Lime for donating their talent and time.
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Joseph W. Anthony
Jeffrey J. Bouslog
Andrew M. Carlson
James L. Chosy
Amy S. Conners
Jodie Hagstrom Crist
Joseph T. Dixon III
Jeff H. Eckland
Samantha J. Ellingson
Douglas L. Elsass
Brian Felton
John W. Geelan
Richard M. Hagstrom
June P. Hoidal
Timothy M. Kelley
Mary L. Knoblauch
Julie R. Landy
Samuel T. Lockner
Andrew M. Luger
David E. March
Timothy C. Matson
Sara McGrane
Christine L. Meuers
John B. Orenstein
Thomas R. Pfeifer
Patrick J. Rooney
Drew P. Schaffer
Elizabeth H. Schmiesing
Steven A. Schumeister
Matthew M. Shors
Thomas J. Shroyer

Rachhana T. Srey
Michael P. Sullivan, Jr.
Mavis J. Van Sambeek
Steven J. Wells
Warren D. Woessner
Julian C. Zebot
Rachel Zimmerman Scobie

Emeritus
Laura J. Cooper
John B. Gordon
James T. Hale
Robert J. Hennessey
Richard G. Lareau
Dale I. Larson
Nancy G. Malmon
Seymour Mansfield
Richard G. Mark
Jerry Rotman
Allen Saeks
Roger V. Stageberg
Thomas W. Tinkham

Keith S. Moheban, Chair
Peter H. Walsh, Vice Chair and Leaders in Giving Chair
Melinda Hugdahl, Fund Director and Secretary
Anne M. Lockner, Treasurer
Ashleigh M. Leitch, Associates’ Lead Co-Chair 
Michael Sawers, Associates’ Lead Co-Chair



Minneapolis
111 North Fifth Street
Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55403
(612) 332-1441

St Cloud
110 Sixth Avenue South
Suite 200
St. Cloud, MN 56301
(320) 253-0121

Willmar
415 S.W. Seventh Street
P.O. Box 1866
Willmar, MN 56201
(320) 235-9600

LEGAL SERVICES 
ADVOCACY PROJECT
2324 University Avenue West  
Suite 101
Midtown Commons
St. Paul, MN 55114
(651) 222-3749

LEGAL SERVICES 
STATE SUPPORT
2324 University Avenue West  
Suite 101B
Midtown Commons
St. Paul, MN 55114
(651) 228-9105

MINNESOTA 
DISABILITY 
LAW CENTER

Minneapolis
111 North Fifth Street
Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55403
(612) 332-1441

Duluth
403 Alworth Bldg.
306 W. Superior St.
Duluth, MN 55802
(218) 722-5625

Mankato
12 Civic Center Plaza
Suite 3000A
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 389-9826

Fertile
P.O. Box 572
Fertile, MN 56540
(218) 945-3154

mylegalaid.org

Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
Offices

SECONDARY LOGO USAGE

Use the reversed, one color version of 
the logo on dark backgrounds.

Use the one color version of the logo 
where needed.

PRIMARY LOGO USAGE


